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Kent Messenger (Series)
Launched in 1859, the Kent Messenger (Series) is KM 
Media Group’s flagship title.

The most read newspaper in Kent, with 80,432 readers each week.

Editions serve Maidstone, Malling,  Weald, Medway and the county as a whole.
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Wooden stumps are all that remain of this
playground, which was ripped out after
reports of children being jolted by electric
shocks.
Now an investigation is taking place into
whether its placement, directly beneath a
132,000 volt power line, led to it carrying a
hair-raising live current.
Oneparent compared touching the swings to
being zapped by an electrified cattle fence.

n Full story - page 6
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A dog owner is fight-
ing to save her beloved
pet after neighbours
launched a petition to
have it put down.
Jennifer Coveney and

her granddaughter Har-
riett say they are under
pressure to have five-
year-old Weimaraner Lot-
tie destroyed after it bit a
woman’s ankle while she
stood on her driveway.

Now residents appear to have
rounded on the Aylesford home-
owner and her granddaughter
with more than 200 people call-
ing for action against the dog.

Jennifer, 68, said: “It’s the most
awful thing but we have been

persecuted since. It feels like
everyone is against us.

“She’s never bitten before, ever.
She was stressed and guarding
the house.

“Since then it has been like a
vendetta. We have only been
here for a year and now every-
one is petrified of Lottie.”

However the daughter of the
woman who was bitten claimed
the dog charged, leaving her
mother in fear of further attacks.

n Continued on page 9
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THOUSANDS
‘NOT READY’

TO START
SCHOOL

Thousands of children in Kent
could be starting school this
month without basic skills
such as being able to hold a
pencil or go to the toilet by
themselves.

Those are the shock findings from
Public Health England which meas-
ures a child’s ‘school readiness’

according to whether they have
reached a good level of development
at the end of reception, before enter-
ing their first compulsory year of ed-
ucation at age five.

Across both Kent and Medway areas just
74% of children were at a good level in the
2016-17 academic year - prompting con-
cerns youngsters will struggle to catch-up
throughout their school life.
n Full story turn to page 4
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A woman sleeping
with her husband
was shocked to wake
up to find another
man in their bed per-
forming a sex act on
her, a court heard.
She at first thought it
was her husband but
when she saw he was
snoring next to her she
kicked out furiously in

Slimmers from across Med-
way pulled on their trainers
to raise money for charity.
Around 80 people turned

up for the 5km walk and
helped raise nearly £1,000
for Cancer Research UK,

Walkers blaze trail

Attacker
‘broken by
his shame’
Drunk’s indecent act on sleeping victim

Jessica Woollen, Kim Upchurch, Cheryl Cook and Leah
Donovan at the fundraising walk Picture: Steve Crispe (3914811)
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Trusted news for Medway

her panic, knocking him
onto the floor.

Drunk Alex Piper then
climbed back into the bed be-
side her.

She froze and did not want
to wake her husband because
she knew he would “kick off”,
so she got out. Piper was even-
tually thrown out of the house
in Medway. Maidstone Crown
Court was told the 35-year-old
machine operator was “broken
by shame” and full or remorse.

n Turn to page 7
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as part of a national event
organised by Slimming
World. The group did two
laps of the Great Lines and
even put out a grass fire
on their way.

n Full story on page 3 Jailed Alex Piper
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Official weekly circulation - 20,800  ABC (Jan - Dec 2017)

Official weekly readership - 80,432  JICREG (Oct 2018)

Maidstone
Sevenoaks

Tonbridge

Tunbridge Wells Ashford

Tenterden

Folkestone

New
Romney

Gravesend

Chatham

Rochester

Sheerness

Canterbury

Faversham

Herne Bay
Sittingbourne

Whitstable

Sandwich

Deal

Dover

Margate

Ramsgate

Medway

Shepway & 
White Cliffs 

Country

Thanet

West Kent

News you can trust



Medway Messenger (Monday)

Published every Monday as a companion to Thursday’s Medway edition of the 
Kent Messenger.

Medway Messenger is actively-purchased so readers are, potentially, more likely 
to read it in detail and keep it for longer.

Official weekly circulation - 3,680  ABC (Jan-Dec 2017)

Official weekly readership - 18,643 JICREG (Oct 2018)

News you can trust



Kentish Express (Series)

The Kentish Express series is the only 100% paid-for title serving Ashford 
and surrounding areas.

Editions are published for Ashford & District, Romney Marsh and Tenterden. 

Official weekly circulation - 7,951  ABC (Jan - Dec 2017)

Official weekly readership - 22,263  Publisher’s statement

News you can trust



Folkestone & Hythe Express
Folkestone & Hythe Express is the newest addition to KM Media Group’s family 
of newspapers.

Launched in late 2013, editions are published weekly for Folkestone and Hythe.

Official weekly circulation - 1,717  ABC (Jan - Dec 2017)

Official weekly readership - 4,808  Publisher’s statement

News you can trust



Kentish Gazette Group
The Kentish Gazette Group is the only 100% paid-for title serving Canterbury and 
surrounding areas.

The titles that make up the Kentish Gazette Group: Faversham News, Herne Bay 
Gazette and Whitstable Gazette, collectively with nearly 33,000 readers every 
week.

Official weekly circulation - 9,877  ABC (Jan - Dec 2017)

Official weekly readership - 32,912 JICREG (Oct 2018)

News you can trust



Gravesend & Dartford
Messenger (Series)

and Messenger Extra
Gravesend Messenger & Dartford Messenger are paid for weekly titles.

Messenger Extra is a free title which is letterbox delivered and available as a pick up.

All titles are sold as a package offering the best possible coverage of the Dartford 
& Gravesham area.

Official weekly circulation - 20,204  ABC (Jan - Dec 2017)

Official weekly readership - 29,730  JICREG (Oct 2018)
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East Kent Mercury (Series)

Launched in 1865, East Kent Mercury Series reaches over 20,700 readers 
in Dover, Deal, Sandwich and neighbouring villages.

East Kent Mercury is actively-purchased so readers are, potentially, more likely to 
read it in detail and keep it for longer.

Official weekly circulation - 6,998  ABC (Jan - Dec 2017)

Official weekly readership - 20,754  JICREG (Oct 2018)
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Sittingbourne News Extra
Launched in 2011, Sittingbourne News Extra is read by over 13,000 people 
a week.

Featuring local news, sport, letters, community campaigns, property, motors, 
jobs, arts and entertainment. 

Official weekly circulation - 3,898  ABC (Jan - Dec 2017)

Official weekly readership - 13,194  JICREG (Oct 2018)
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Sheerness Times Guardian
With a history that stretches back to 1858, Sheerness Times Guardian has been 
a part of the KM Media Group portfolio since 1987.

The only newspaper exclusively dedicated to the Island, the paper is read by over 
12,600 people a week.

Official weekly circulation - 4,503  ABC (Jan - Dec 2017)

Official weekly readership - 12,699 JICREG (Oct 2018)
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Canterbury Extra
Freely distributed throughout Canterbury, Whitstable and Herne Bay. It is 
also available at selected pick-up points.

The Canterbury Extra reaches over 16,500 readers a week.

Official weekly circulation - 16,585  ABC (Jul - Dec 2017)

Official weekly readership - 16,585  JICREG (Oct 2018)

News you can trust



Thanet Extra
Launched in 1981, the Thanet Extra is the most well established of KM Media 
Group’s Extra titles. Freely distributed to letterboxes throughout Thanet and 
available to pick up at select locations.

Reaching nearly 42,000 readers a week.

Official weekly circulation - 38,592  ABC (Jul - Dec 2017)

Official weekly readership - 41,835   JICREG (Oct 2018)

Leaflet insertion available contact KM Direct:
01634 227865 / kmd@thekmgroup.co.ukNews you can trust


